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Serving Stamford, Westport, Bridgeport and Upper Fairfield County

As Schoke Jewish 

Family Service 

celebrates its 50th 

anniversary this year, 

it’s reflecting on a 

legacy of compassion, 

adaptability, and 

community. From its 

humble beginnings in 

1975, with just three 

staff members working 

out of a small office in 

Stamford, Schoke JFS 

has grown into a vital 

lifeline for families 

across 15 towns in 

Fairfield County.

The journey began with a single mission: to help resettle 

Jewish refugees from the former Soviet Union. Between 

1975 and 1985, Schoke JFS helped over 800 families 

adjust to their new lives in the United States. What 

started as a resettlement program soon expanded, as 

the agency’s deep understanding of the community’s 

evolving needs led them to grow their services.

In 1990, Schoke JFS 

extended its reach to 

Westport, Weston, Wilton, 

and Norwalk, broadening 

its mission to serve even 

more people in need. 

Today, the organization 

offers everything from 

counseling and senior 

care to emergency 

assistance, Holocaust 

survivor services, 

and summer camp 

scholarships. What 

truly sets Schoke 

JFS apart, however, is its 

remarkable ability to stay attuned to the unique needs of 

its community, constantly adapting to provide support 

where it’s most needed.

Adapting to Change, Supporting Families

As the community’s needs evolved, Schoke JFS was 
quick to respond. In the late 1970s, the agency noticed 
a growing demand for support among the elderly, 
particularly as many seniors sought to live independently 
at home. What began as a simple Home Companion 
referral service soon blossomed into a comprehensive 
registry of 300 independent aides, helping seniors and 
those recovering from surgery, injury, or illness remain in 
their homes at an affordable cost.

In 2003, the agency 
recognized the need for a 
more formalized approach 
to care for families facing 
hardship. The Case 

Management Program 
was born, connecting 
families with the resources 
they needed to stay 
independent and thrive. 
Today, the program serves 
more than 350 people 
annually, ensuring that no 
one faces a crisis alone.

Schoke JFS’s counseling 
services have similarly 
expanded over the 
years. What started as 
crisis intervention and 
widow-to-widow support 
in 1979 now includes a 
broad array of services, including individual, couples, 
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WELCOME New Board Members

Ken Neuhaus, Board Chair

A Message From the President & CEO and Board Chair 

196 Greyrock Place, Stamford, CT 06901
203-921-4161       Fax: 203-921-4169 

2452 Black Rock Turnpike, Suite 2
Fairfield, CT 06825

203-628-4622

www.ctjfs.org

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Board Chair ............................... Ken Neuhaus
Vice Chairs .................................. David Brand

Risa Goldblum
Andrea Leifer 

Jeff Lewis
Secretary/Treasurer ................Sally Kleinman
Immediate Past Board Chair ....... Paul Gordon

President & CEO .................. Matt Greenberg
Chief Operating Officer ........... Erika Gadson
Chief Strategy Officer ................... Eli Schaffer

BOARD MEMBERS

Schoke Jewish Family Service

Mimi Cohen
Brian Frank
Alan Freeman
Elisabeth Giles
Josh Guttman
Neil Katz
Debra Lee
Stacey Mintz

Celia Offir
Brett Reiner
Yonnie Rubinfeld
Ronnie Sichel 
Julie TelRav
Laura Tobin
Shushannah Walshe
David Zizmor

Michael Alexander
Marilyn Dale
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Paul Gordon 
Linda B. Gornitsky
Marjorie Laff A

Martin Manaly A
Edith Samers
Laurence Sheinman
Hilde Scheraga A
Beverly Stein
Sid Stern A

A — of blessed memory

PAST BOARD CHAIRS

On behalf of the entire staff and the families we serve at Schoke JFS, we want to extend 
our deepest gratitude for your incredible generosity and support over the past year. Your 
contributions of time and money have made a profound difference in the lives of so many in 
our community.

As the echoes of the High Holidays subside, we reflect on the themes of renewal, community, 
and responsibility. The close of this season, from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur, reminds us of 
our shared obligation to care for one another and to repair the world. This is the very mission 
that drives Schoke JFS every day, and it’s a mission you help us fulfill.

Your support has allowed us to provide essential services to those in need. From offering 
emergency financial assistance to families facing a crisis, to providing mental health counseling 
for individuals struggling with anxiety and depression, your support is a lifeline. It ensures that 
our food pantry shelves remain stocked, that seniors have companionship and transportation, 
and that children have the resources they need to thrive.

The past year has presented unique challenges, but because of your commitment, we’ve been 
able to adapt and continue our vital work without interruption. Your faith in our mission is a 
source of inspiration, and it reinforces our belief that together, we can build a stronger, more 
resilient community for all.

Thank you once again for your partnership. Your kindness and compassion are a true blessing, 
and they allow us to carry the spirit of the High Holidays, a spirit of hope and shared humanity, 
forward throughout the year.

With heartfelt thanks,

Matt Greenberg, President & CEO

Matt Greenberg
President & CEO

Ken Neuhaus
Board Chair

Mimi Cohen Brian Frank Elisabeth Giles

Julie TelRav David ZizmorJosh Guttman
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As food insecurity continues to rise across Fairfield 
County, Schoke Jewish Family Service is launching a 
bold, year-long initiative called Buy One, Give One in 
partnership with synagogues throughout Fairfield County.

Rooted in a simple but powerful idea, the campaign 
encourages community members to buy one extra item 
when shopping for groceries—one to keep, and one to give. 
Those extra items will go directly to local families in need.

“With rising food costs, cuts to benefits programs, and 
more families turning to us for help, the strain on our 
food pantry has never been greater,” said Jen Bernstein, 
Director of Food Programs at Schoke JFS. “This initiative is 
a way for the community to step in and ensure that no one 
has to go without.”

To ensure consistency and a steady flow of essential pantry 
staples, each participating synagogue has committed to 
collecting specific items throughout the year:

•	 Temple Sinai congregants will donate tuna fish 
and canned fruit.

•	 Congregation Agudath Sholom will collect boxes 
of cereal.

•	 Other synagogues in the area, including Young 
Israel and others, will contribute a variety of 
essential non-perishables. 

Items will be collected either through Hebrew school 
programs or general synagogue participation, engaging 
families and children alike.

“When Jen spoke at our July board meeting, she 
highlighted the growing challenges of sourcing affordable 
food for the pantry and asked for help connecting with 
local synagogues and schools,” said Laura Tobin, a Schoke 
JFS Board Member who volunteered to assist in facilitating 
the outreach. “Having seen firsthand how important it is 
to keep the pantry stocked, I was eager to help bridge 
that gap. The response from clergy and lay leaders has 
been extremely favorable, and I’m deeply grateful for their 
support in creating an ongoing food drive.”

The program also presents an opportunity to teach 
younger generations the value of giving and community 
responsibility. Erica Santiago, Religious School Educator 
at Temple Sinai, is incorporating the initiative into her 
classroom and student activities.

“Buy One, Give One benefits individuals and 
communities. Every purchase our Temple Sinai families 
make means someone in need receives a meal or 
essential food item. Addressing food insecurity in real 
time, especially in low-income communities, provides 
powerful support to take one worry off their plate. 
Our students are learning the importance of caring for 

others; we care for all people, Jewish and secular. Our 
food collection for the Freedberg Family Kosher Food 
Pantry is coupled with educational programs around 
understanding food insecurity.”

As the need continues to rise, Buy One, Give One offers 
a way for Fairfield County’s Jewish community to come 
together in ongoing, collective support of their neighbors.

By coming together to help those facing hunger, we are 
living out the Jewish principle of Tikkun Olam, repairing the 
world. Each small act of kindness contributes to the greater 
good, helping to heal the world one step at a time.

To support Schoke JFS Food Programs and learn more, 
visit: www.ctjfs.org/foodprograms

Schoke JFS Launches “Buy One, Give One” 
A Year-Long Food Drive with Fairfield County Synagogues to Fight Hunger
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Meet Our Clinical Team
Maria Cimina, LPC-A, is 
focused on supporting children, 
adolescents, and adults with anxiety, 
depression, grief, family challenges, 
trauma, and life transitions. With 
a BA in Public and Community 
Service from Providence College 
and 13 years of experience with 
Boys & Girls Clubs, Maria takes an 

integrative approach to counseling, using evidence-
based techniques to foster wellness.

Diane Ferber, LMFT, is 
a licensed family therapist 
specializing in life transitions, grief, 
aging parents, and supporting 
families through change. With 
expertise in child development 
and school psychology, she 
works with families navigating 
challenges related to children’s 

unique learning, social, and emotional needs. Diane also 
supports families dealing with aging, loss, and cultural 
dynamics. Her approach is open, accepting, and focused 
on helping individuals and families adapt and reimagine 
when necessary.

Amanda Geffner, LCSW, 

specializes in bereavement 
support and uses trauma-informed 
modalities like Internal Family 
Systems (IFS) and EMDR, which she’s 
been certified in since 2002. Through 
her private practice, she leads a 
weekly Neurodiversity support 
group for young adults and provides 
supplemental support to individuals 

in 12-step programs and recovery from addiction.

Matt Greenberg, LCSW; LPC 
is both a licensed clinical social 
worker and licensed professional 
counselor. Matt began his career 
working in child protective services 
specializing in working with non-
offending spouses and victims of 
sexual abuse. Having spent several 
decades working in different 
treatment centers, Matt works 

with individuals, couples and families using a cognitive/
behavioral solution focused approach.

Rebekah Kanefsky, LPC, 
holds a Master’s in Counseling 
and has been a Licensed 
Professional Counselor since 
2016. With experience as a 
school guidance counselor in 
Philadelphia, she now specializes 
in sex therapy and couples 
counseling. Rebekah is certified 

as an Imago Relationship Therapist and is currently 
pursuing certification as a sex therapist.

Dr. Toby Lazarus graduated Phi 
Beta Kappa from Johns Hopkins 
University. She went on to receive 
her Ph.D. from The University of 
Chicago, where she specialized in 
neuropsychology. Currently, she 
is the Director of the Brain Fitness 
Program at Schoke Jewish Family 
Services in Stamford, CT. This 

program creates engaging, interactive sessions in which we 
discuss a variety of cognitive areas and how they relate to 
the brain. Tips for improvement and gameplay help build a 
community that looks forward to new classes each session.

Hannah Pollack, LCSW, 

works with individuals, couples, 
and families. She is certified in 
Solution-Focused Brief Therapy 
(SFBT) and focuses on supporting 
clients through life transitions and 
building on their strengths. Drawing 
on her clinical background as well 
as her leadership in supervising 

future social workers, Hannah brings both expertise 
and empathy into the therapy room. With a special 
understanding of the Jewish community and a deep 
respect for diverse backgrounds and beliefs, Hannah 
creates a supportive space where clients can feel heard, 
empowered, and equipped to move forward.

Steve Schwartz is an associate 
Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist.  Steve specializes in the 
Family Systems Therapy approach 
and plans to become a certified 
Gottman couples therapist by the end 
of 2025. Steve works with individuals, 
couples, and families of all ages, 
drawing inspiration from the diverse 

client base that utilizes Schoke JFS.  He is passionate 
about outdoor activities and integrates that passion into 
his therapeutic work.
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Lielle Sugar, JD, LMSW, is 

both one of our clinicians as well as 
our clinical coordinator. She works 
with couples, parents, and women, 
pre-teens through seniors.  Lielle 
uses a strength-based approach to 
focus on the exploration of self as 
she navigates her clients through 
family and relationship dynamics, 

depression, grief, loss, anxiety, and parenting - including 
navigating anything from infertility, third-party fertility, 
stillbirths and other maternal losses, and PMADS, through 
potty training, adolescents, college, single parenthood, 
parental conflict, and the impact on extended community 
and family systems.

Brian Ullman, APRN, is the Psychiatric Nurse 
Practitioner at Schoke JFS. He has a master’s degree 
in Psychiatric Nursing from Fairfield University. Prior to 
joining Schoke JFS, Brian worked in multiple psychiatric 
settings including hospital inpatient, outpatient, 
intensive outpatient, substance abuse, and in psychiatric 
consultation to the primary care physicians affiliated with 
Griffin Hospital. Brian sees clients that are referred by 
their clinicians at Schoke JFS for psychiatric medication 
management. 

Dr. Marina Zatman completed 
her psychiatry residency at Yale 
University, one of the nation’s 
premier medical training institutions. 
Following her residency, she gained 
valuable clinical experience working 
at Hartford Hospital’s Institute 
of Living, a renowned center for 
behavioral health. Since 2005, Dr. 

Zatman has maintained a private practice, where she 
specializes in psychopharmacology, the medical treatment 
of psychiatric disorders through the use of medications. 
With over two decades of experience, she is dedicated to 
providing thoughtful, evidence-based care tailored to the 
individual needs of her patients.

Meet Our Clinical Team

New Staff Member 
Eli Schaffer joins Schoke 

Jewish Family Service as Chief 
Strategy Officer. He is thrilled 
to be working alongside 
an incredible team of staff, 
volunteers, and lay leaders to 
improve the lives of families 
across Fairfield County. Eli brings 
with him a wealth of experience 
in nonprofit leadership, 

education, community building, and Jewish life. Most 
recently, he served as Senior Director of Operations 
at the Stamford JCC and previously held leadership 
roles at the Greenwich Audubon Center and several 
Jewish community organizations. Across all sectors, 
his work has focused on uniting people around causes 
that create lasting impact for individuals, families, and 
communities.
Eli’s personal journey deeply informs his professional 
mission. As an adopted child from Israel and a cancer 
survivor, he brings empathy and gratitude to his 

role -shaped by the kindness, understanding, and 
community support he received during his own times 
of hardship. Now a proud Stamford resident, Eli lives 
with his wife, Deena Schaffer (formerly Glucksman), 
and their two young sons, Jude (7) and Rainen (5). He is 
passionately committed to the values of Tikkun Olam, 
working to ensure that Fairfield County continues to be 
a place where families can thrive for generations.
What excites Eli most about joining Schoke JFS is the 
limitless potential for people to come together and do 
good. In his first weeks, he has begun meeting with 
staff and board members, listening to their stories and 
learning about the impact being made every day from 
mental health support and eldercare to food assistance 
and crisis intervention. These early conversations have 
only deepened his belief that Schoke JFS stands strong 
in its mission to improve lives.
Looking ahead, Eli is eager to engage with the broader 
Schoke JFS community and its partners across Fairfield 
County. “I invite supporters, volunteers, and newcomers 
alike to share their experiences and join us in advancing 
the agency’s mission,” he said. “Above all, I’m committed 
to ensuring that hope, dignity, and care remain at the 
heart of everything Schoke JFS does.”

Schoke JFS is Here to Support 

You! Learn more about our 

counseling services,   

www.ctjfs.org/counseling
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CONTINUED FROM COVER   Celebrating 50 Years of Impact:  
Schoke Jewish Family Service’s Journey of Care and Community

and family therapy. A recent addition, 
a dedicated child therapy room, 
honors the memory of Tova Feldstein, 
z’l, a beloved early childhood 
educator in Stamford. It’s a testament 
to how deeply Schoke JFS is woven 
into the fabric of the community it 
serves.

A Lifeline in Tough Times: 
The Freedberg Family 
Kosher Food Pantry

If there’s one program that 
encapsulates Schoke JFS’s 
adaptability, it’s the Freedberg 
Family Kosher Food Pantry. 
What began as a bar mitzvah 
project in 2002, when a local 
boy collected canned goods 
for those in need, has grown 
into a crucial resource for 
the community. As the 2008 
recession hit, Schoke JFS saw 
the pantry’s usage skyrocket. 
But nothing prepared the 
agency for the surge in 
demand that came with the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

During the pandemic, the 
pantry was overwhelmed, 
with 40-50 families relying 
on it daily. Schoke JFS 
responded by introducing 
Connecticut’s first Kosher 
Mobile Food Truck. This truck, 
now an essential part of the 
pantry’s operations, travels 
throughout Fairfield County, 
ensuring food access where 
it’s needed most. Alongside it, 
Schoke JFS launched the Hirsch 
Kosher Home Delivered Meal 
service, providing frozen meals 
to individuals in need, especially 
those unable to leave their 
homes.

Supporting the Next 
Generation

Schoke JFS also understands the 
importance of fostering future 
generations. In 1999, the organization 

launched the Joan and Ben Zinbarg 
Camp Scholarship Program, helping 
40-50 Jewish children attend summer 
camp each year. For these children, 
the scholarship is a chance to 

connect with their 
Jewish heritage 
in a meaningful 
way, creating 
memories 
that will last a 
lifetime.

Looking 
Forward

Fifty years 
ago, Schoke 
JFS set out 

with a simple yet 
powerful mission: 
to help those in 
need, no matter 
their background or 
circumstance. Today, 
as the organization 
celebrates its 
anniversary, it 
reflects on all it 
has achieved and 
looks forward 
to continuing 

its mission for 
generations to come. 
The next fifty years 
promise even greater 
opportunities to 
empower individuals, 
strengthen families, 
and ensure that no one 
in Fairfield County faces 
life’s challenges without 
support.

But we can’t do it alone. 
Your support is crucial to 
helping us continue this 
important work. Donate today 
and help us provide the 
care and resources that our 
community relies on:  
www.ctjfs.org/50more
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A Life Rebuilt: Yakov Schwartzman 
and the Anachnu Program

In 1941, a young Yakov Schwartzman 
found himself trapped in a ghetto 
with his mother and brother. 
The horrors of war ravaged his 
childhood, and by 1942, his family 
was torn apart. Yakov was sent to a 
concentration camp in Akhmechetka, 
where he remained until 1944. After 
the war, with his mother and brother 
gone, Yakov lived in an orphanage in 
Odessa, Ukraine.

Despite the horrors of his past, Yakov 
has always found ways to survive. But 
it’s thanks to the Anachnu Program 
for Holocaust Survivors at Schoke 
Jewish Family Service that he’s able 
to live with dignity today.

The Evolution of Anachnu

When the Anachnu program began 
in March 2019, it was designed to 
address a simple yet profound need: 
socialization for Holocaust survivors. 
For many elderly survivors like Yakov, 
loneliness can be just as painful as 
physical suffering. Socializing with 
others who understand their history 
provided a lifeline. But, as the years 
passed, it became clear that the 
needs of survivors were growing.

The Anachnu program quickly 
expanded its scope to provide a 
range of essential services: identifying 
eligibility for social services, offering 
medical support, and even assisting 
with rent and utilities. But perhaps 
most importantly, it became a critical 
safety net for survivors facing financial 
and emotional challenges in their 
later years.

Yakov’s Story: A Legacy of 
Resilience

Yakov has been part of the Anachnu 
program since its inception. Over 
the years, we’ve helped him with 
numerous needs from car repairs 

to food assistance. But in 2022, 
Yakov developed severe back pain, 
which caused him to suffer daily. 
Despite trying to manage the pain, 
Yakov could not afford the medical 
treatment he so desperately needed. 
Schoke JFS stepped in, covering 
his medications and doctor bills, 
providing him with a Life Alert system 
for safety, and ensuring he received 
the therapeutic massages that eased 
his pain.

Yakov is deeply grateful for the 
support. “Thank you for making my 
life easier and for always being there 
when I need help. I’m no longer 
worried about affording the medical 
procedures I need. Your compassion 
and dedication mean the world to 
me,” he said.

The Need for Continued 
Support

While Yakov’s story is one of survival, 
resilience, and community support, 
it is also a story of great need. The 
Anachnu program is facing a critical 
funding gap. As the Kavod Shef 
partnership, which has supported 
us for years, faces a yearly decrease 
in funding, the need for private 
donations is more urgent than ever. 
Without this funding, survivors like 
Yakov could fall through the cracks.

Join Us in Supporting 
Survivors

Your donation helps ensure that 
survivors receive food, medical care, 
social support, and the dignity they 
deserve. Donate now to support 
the Anachnu program and make a 
difference in the lives of Holocaust 
survivors: www.ctjfs.org/anachnu

Fast.Easy.
Business Checking
Whether you're building, expanding, or 

streamlining your business, our flexible 

checking options are built to scale with you.

1095 High Ridge Rd., Stamford

300 Atlantic St., Stamford
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A Partnership with Purpose: Schoke JFS Home  
Companion Program and Wheel It Forward Unite  
to Support Older Adults

The need for compassionate, community-centered care 
is growing as more older adults seek to age with dignity, 
safety, and connection. That’s why Schoke Jewish Family 
Service is proud to partner with Wheel It Forward, a 
nonprofit lending library for durable medical equipment, 
to enhance support for clients in the Schoke JFS Home 
Companion Program.

At its core, the Home Companion Program connects 
families with aides that provide in-home support services 
that allow seniors and individuals with chronic illnesses or 
disabilities to continue living independently. Caregivers 
offer help with daily tasks, transportation, companionship, 
and light housekeeping, fostering both safety and 
emotional well-being.

By partnering with Wheel It Forward, Schoke JFS is able 
to extend that care even further. Clients now have access 
to high-quality, gently used medical equipment such as 
walkers, wheelchairs, shower chairs, and more at no cost. 
This resource reduces financial barriers and ensures that 
every client has the tools they need to live safely at home.

“We’re thrilled to partner with Wheel It Forward,” said 
Isrella Knopf, Director of Senior Services at Schoke JFS. 
“Our mission is to support independence and dignity, 
and this collaboration allows us to meet even more of our 
clients’ needs in a holistic way.”

Wheel It Forward, based in Stamford, shares that vision. 
The organization’s innovative model not only helps 
individuals access essential equipment affordably, but 

also promotes sustainability by encouraging donations 
and reuse, keeping valuable resources out of landfills and 
in the hands of those who need them most.

This partnership is already making an impact. One Home 
Companion client, recently discharged from the hospital, 
was able to borrow a walker and raised toilet seat the very 
next day, making their transition home smoother, safer, 
and less stressful for both the client and their family.

As the population ages and healthcare costs continue to 
rise, creative collaborations like this one are critical. By 
working together, Schoke JFS and Wheel It Forward are 
ensuring that older adults in our community don’t have to 
face these challenges alone.

If you or someone you know could benefit from the Home 
Companion Program or is in need of medical equipment, 
visit www.ctjfs.org or www.wheelitforwardusa.org  
to learn more.

Schoke JFS Zinbarg Camp Scholarship Program 
Sent 47 Children to Summer Camp

Donate to the Zinbarg Camp Scholarship Program:   
www.ctjfs.org/camp-scholarship-donations/
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On August 19, over 100 guests came together for a fantastic 
evening at the Sunset Summer Beach Concert, featuring Otis 
and the Hurricanes at Penfield Pavilion Beach. With incredible 
live music, delicious food, and the stunning beauty of the 
beach, the night offered the perfect setting 
for community connection and celebration.

Thanks to the generosity of those who 
attended, we raised critical funds that will 
directly support our mission, to ensure that 
everyone who comes through our doors 
receives compassionate, dignified care. 
These funds help us continue providing 
essential services to families across 
Fairfield County, including food assistance, 
emergency aid, counseling, and more.

We are especially grateful to Melissa 
Marlowe-Reiner, our outstanding Event 
Chair, for her leadership, and to Neil Katz, 
Schoke JFS Board Member, for his ongoing 
support. We also extend our deep thanks to our corporate, media, 
and individual sponsors, your partnership strengthens our ability 
to serve the community and make a lasting impact.

Schoke JFS Hosts Sunset Summer Beach Concert 
in Support of Community
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Lifelong Stamfordites, Robin and 
Jason Fischel, have proudly become 
Life & Legacy participants for Schoke 
Jewish Family Service as a meaningful 
and enduring way to give back to 
an organization that has had a direct 
and lasting impact on their family and 
community. Robin, a former member 
of the Board of Directors, has seen 
firsthand the essential services 
that Schoke JFS provides, from 
counseling and support programs 
to vital assistance for families in 
crisis. Her time on the board gave 
her a deep appreciation for the 
agency’s mission and the dedicated 
professionals who bring it to life 
every day. Becoming a Life & Legacy 
donor is a natural extension of her 
commitment to ensuring the agency’s 
long-term strength and sustainability, 

and in turn, the long-term strength of 
the Stamford Jewish Community.

For the Fischels, Schoke JFS is more 
than a nonprofit, it’s personal. Their 
children, Shane and Hadassah, are 
frequent volunteers to the Freedberg 
Family Kosher Food Pantry, where 
they’ve come to understand the 
importance of helping others in need 
and supporting their community. The 
pantry has not only provided valuable 
resources but has also been a source 
of education and inspiration, instilling 
the values of compassion and 
responsibility in the next generation 
of the Fischel family. Moreso, inspired 
by Shane’s participation in the food 
pantry, the family which the Fischels 
brought food to monthly also began 
to pay it forward and volunteer. A true 
l’dor v’dor and tikkun olam moment. 

By joining the Life & Legacy initiative, 
Robin and Jason are helping to 
secure the future of Schoke JFS, 
ensuring that its vital programs 
continue to serve individuals 
and families across Stamford 
for generations to come. Their 
commitment reflects a deep belief 
in the power of Jewish communal 
support. There is no time like the 
present to ensure that our local 
organizations are here to support our 
community for generations to come. 

Robin and Jason Fischel

Anonymous
Craig Adler
Adrienne and Michael  
     Alexander
Jeri Appel
Mark Appel
Karen and Ira Berk
Jen and Andy Bernstein
Darona Bernstein
Bruce Blasnik
Judith B. Block
Jodi and Richard Boxer
The Estate of Judith BraginY

Amy Bubel
Henry Bubel
The Estate of Sheila CarmineY

Jeffrey S. Cohen & Malerie D. 
Yolen-Cohen
Mimi Cohen
Saul CohenY

Tracy and Nahum Daniels
Helen and Martin Donner
Michelle Fanwick
Jay and Esta Feinsod
Sharon and Michael Feldstein
Linda Hurwitz & Richard Fine
Jason and Robin Fischel
Howard and Stephanie Fogel

Lenore and Ilan Fogel
Connie and Alan Freeman
Donna and Ed Fuhrman
Mark and Nancy Funt
Lisa and Gadi Gavronsky
The Estate of Thomas  
     GilmartinY

Phyllis Gofstein
Marilyn and Irving Goldblum
Alicia and Jason Goldstein
Judy and Howard Goldstein
Jack B. GoldsteinY

Meryl and David Gordon
Nan and Paul Gordon
Pam Ehrenkranz &  
     Matt Greenberg
Grecia And RonY Gross
Meryl and Ron Japha
Ronny and Ira Kaplan
Marc and Liz Kitay
Sally Kleinman
Susan Kostin
Scott and Elizabeth Krowitz
Sharon and Jeffrey Lewis
Jason and Marla Lewis
Eleanor and Mort Lowenthal
Chris Maroc
Sandra MehlY

Marguerite and Kenneth  
     Neuhaus
RoseY and Bruce Newman
Caryl Ferber Poser &  
     Peter Poser
Lisa and Harry Rich
Judy and Adam Rin
Betty Roberts
Arlene and Carl Rosen
Natalie and Mark Rosovsky
Bonnie Russo
Edith Samers
Leah Schechter
Hilde ScheragaY

Elayne and James SchokeY

Jessica and Laurence  
     Sheinman
Marsha Kaiser Shendell
Ronnie Ness Sichel

Dr. Steven Sichel
Gloria and Randy Skigen
Brenda G. Smith
Greta Solomon
Sandy Speter
Moshe Speter
Beverly and David Stein
Betsy Stone
Michael Stone
Rabbi Jay and Dr. Julie TelRav
Stephen and Gail G. Trell
Janet Wainright
Linda B. Gornitsky &  
     Harvey Weber
Lauren Zalis
Joe Zalis
Renee Zinn

Y of blessed memory

Schoke Jewish Family Service  

Legacy Giving Circle

Schoke JFS extends our deepest appreciation to the following people  
and their families for their support through a Legacy Gift:

List in Formation as of August 2025
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When Schoke JFS opened its Fairfield 
office at 2452 Black Rock Turnpike, 
Suite 2 in spring 2023, the goal was 
simple: bring essential services closer 
to those who need them. Among the 
many programs now offered at this 
second location, Case Management 
has become a crucial support for 
individuals and families navigating 
major life changes.

With a steady presence in upper 
Fairfield County, our case managers 
now meet clients where they are, 
both physically and emotionally. No 
longer limited to once-a-week visits, 
the team can now schedule home 
appointments throughout the week, 
offering flexibility, consistency, and 
timely support.

For example, when Derek* recently 
began using a walker and fell 
behind on household upkeep, our 

case managers were able to step 
in at several points along the way, 
assessing the situation, coordinating 
with a cleaning service, checking 
back after progress was made, and 
even meeting his new aide to help 
strengthen that relationship. Because 
we were nearby, Derek never felt 
alone in adjusting to this big life 
change.

The Fairfield office has also made it 
easier for families to come together. 
Patricia*, who could no longer afford 
or manage her apartment alone, 
needed help planning the next steps. 
Her family gathered comfortably 
in our large conference room, with 
one member joining virtually. As her 
brother put it, “I’ve always hated that 
I live so far away from my sister. But 

knowing you are all here just ten 

minutes away makes me feel like I’m 

not leaving her alone.”

Stories like Derek’s and Patricia’s 

show how local access makes a real 

difference. Our Fairfield office isn’t 

just about convenience, it’s about 

being present when and where 

clients need us most.

If Fairfield is easier to reach for 

you or someone you love than our 

Stamford location, we invite you to 

visit our team. We’re here to help. To 

learn more, contact Hannah Pollack, 

Director of Case Management, at 

hpollack@ctjfs.org.

*Names changed to protect privacy. 

How Our Fairfield Office Is Changing Lives, 
One Visit at a Time
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